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A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO AND BOARD CHAIR

Jacksonville’s history lives in the places we experience every day, the
stories families carry forward, the records preserved in our archives,
and the questions we continue to ask about how this city became
what it is. History helps us understand our place in the present and
our responsibility for the future. That is why the Jacksonville History
Center exists.

This past year was defining for our organization. With the support of
donors, members, volunteers, partners, and civic leaders, the
Jacksonville History Center continued its transformation into the public
history institution this city needs and deserves. We advanced plans for
a new history museum, expanded access to our collections, welcomed
people to our developing downtown campus, and shared Jacksonville’s
stories through programs, tours, and community gatherings.

Our strategic planning process clarified how we serve Jacksonville.
That work affirmed four essential roles for the Jacksonville History
Center: Preserver, Educator, Advocate, and Convener. These roles
now guide our work and provide the framework for this report.

As a Preserver, we safeguard the historical record. As an Educator
and Storyteller, we bring Jacksonville’s past to life. As an Advocate,
we speak for historic places and for the value of history in civic life. As
a Convener and Collaborator, we bring people together around the
stories and legacies that continue to shape our neighborhoods and
our great city.

The pages that follow show the impact of that work in 2025—2026.
They also reflect an organization entering a new chapter. With your
support, we are creating a place where Jacksonville's history will be
preserved, explored, and shared for generations to come.

Thank you for believing that Jacksonville’s history matters and for
helping us preserve it, share it, and use it to strengthen the city's future.

Oh Ao e

Alan J. Bliss, Ph.D. Kristanna B. Barnes
CEO Board Chair

Cover photo: Inaugural Great Fire Gathering at the Jacksonville History Center, May 2026.



PRESERVER

9,000 historic negatives
digitized

15 oral histories

recorded and transcribed

32 collections

accessioned

EDUCATOR AND
STORYTELLER

12,000 people

reached through programs, tours,
and events

7 museum galleries
designed

9 public programs

presented

FOUR ROLES. ONE MISSION.

In 2025-2026, donor support helped the Jacksonville History
Center preserve Jacksonville’s historical record, deliver history
education to the public, advocate for the places and stories that

define our city, and bring people together around the city we share.

ADVOCATE

29 structures

named to our annual Endangered
Historic Properties list

9 letters

in support of historic preservation
grants

CONVENER AND
COLLABORATOR

240 community

members

commemorated the 125"
anniversary of the Great Fire

40 organizations
brought together to connect with over
200 visitors at the Volunteer Expo



PRESERVING JACKSONVILLE'S STORIES

Preservation is at the heart of our work. JHC safeguards historic
buildings and collections—from photographs and documents to oral
histories and everyday objects—that help future generations understand
Jacksonville. This year, work across our campus and collections
strengthened the foundation for the future museum, research archive,
and public programs.

Recen?ly digitized Florida Times-
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PRESERVATION IN ACTION

THE NEXT CHAPTER FOR
OLD ST. LUKE'S HOSPITAL

Exterior renovations at Old St.
Luke’s Hospital marked the next
step in the ongoing
transformation of the
Jacksonville History Center
campus. Work included new
exterior paint, decks and
railings, brick steps at both
entrances, and a new ADA-
accessible ramp.

These improvements protect the
historic building and make it
safer and more accessible while
laying the groundwork for the
next phase of Old St. Luke's
renewal.
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Union ;Eotograph of Franklin D. Roosevelt's 1932 visit to Jacksonville.

A NEW HOME FOR
THE COLLECTIONS

The relocation of collections
from Old St. Luke’s Hospital
to state-of-the-art archival
space in the newly
renovated History Center
building marked an
important step forward in
their long-term care and
organization.

The new space has
supported work to digitize
the Florida Times-Union
photographic negatives and
enabled staff to draw more
fully on the archives while
planning the future museum.



HISTORY EDUCATION
ACROSS JACKSONVILLE

The Jacksonville History Center
provides history education by
connecting people with the stories,
places, and primary sources that
explain how Jacksonville became
the city it is today. Through
programs, talks, tours, and
community conversations, we make
local history accessible and
meaningful across the city.

Guests explore the Great Fire exhibit during the
May 1 Great Fire Gathering.

HISTORY EDUCATION IN ACTION

SPEAKER SERIES
Six Jacksonville stories explored

This year’s series explored topics such
as Jacksonville’s film history; the
sinking of the El Faro; Northeast
Florida’s Indigenous people; America’s
250th birthday; Jacksonville’s avant-
garde architecture; and the rebirth of
Cecll Field.

EVERGREEN CEMETERY TOURS
Our spring and fall tours highlighted 28
gravesites and welcomed 178 visitors.

LOCAL HISTORY ARTICLES

Dr. Alan J. Bliss and other Jacksonville
History Center staff members published
30 articles on our blog and shared
them through our e-newsletter.

MERRILL HOUSE TOURS

Thirty docent-led Merrill House tours
welcomed 264 visitors.

JACKSONVILLE HISTORY
PRESENTATIONS

Dr. Alan J. Bliss delivered two dozen
IR o R A LA g 7 pre_sen_tations to local groups, including
An actor portraying Jacksonville mayor John T. Alsop delivering remarks at the Cow Ford

Jr. brings local history to life during an Evergreen Site Historical Marker unveiling at
Cemetery Tour. Corkscrew Park in June 2026.




CREATING JACKSONVILLE'S HISTORY MUSEUM

g \
Preliminary rendering of Geography is Destiny, one of seven galleries planned for the new museur?).

The first floor of the three-story Jacksonville History Center is being
developed as a 4,000-square-foot history museum. This year, JHC
completed the Vision Book and Schematic Design for the permanent
exhibits. Working with Luci Creative, historians, staff, and community voices,
we shaped seven galleries that explore the people, places, and events that
have defined Jacksonville. The museum will bring our collections to life
through historic objects, immersive experiences, media, and public
programs, giving visitors new ways to understand the city we share.

NEXT STEP
We are entering final design; exhibit fabrication and production are expected in 2027.

ZONE 2

The Great
Fire of 1901

ZONE 7

Faces of Jacksonville

206t 6

Social Justic & Civil | The NFL Comes Lift Every Voice:
0 Jacksonville Music in Jacksonville
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Proposed gallery plan for the first-floor museum, Jun

e 2026.



THE CASE FOR HISTORY

Old St. Andrew’s Church, a successful restoration
that demonstrates the lasting value of historic
preservation.

ADVOCACY IN ACTION

One important example of this
work is Jacksonville’s
Endangered Historic Properties
list, which calls attention to
threatened buildings and sites
across the city. By documenting
their significance and sharing
their stories, we give residents,
property owners, preservation
partners, and civic leaders a
starting point for action. The list
helps build public support and
encourages solutions that can
keep these places part of
Jacksonville’s future.

At the Jacksonville History
Center, we believe
Jacksonville’s history matters.
This year, JHC used its voice to
advocate for the value of history
and for the historic places that
give Jacksonville character,
memory, and identity. Through
research, partnerships, and
public engagement, we helped
make the case that preservation
is hot an obstacle to progress
but a way to strengthen
neighborhoods, support
authentic redevelopment, and
help the city grow without losing
what makes it distinctive. This
advocacy reflects a broader
belief at the heart of our mission:
that history education helps
communities understand where
they have been, what they
value, and how to make
thoughtful decisions about the
future.

yder Memorial Methodist Churéﬁ,_currntly '
on Jacksonville’s Endangered Historic
Properties list.
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:L\—l;rTBliss, Alex Sifakis, Veronica Fraziér, and g:l.fr‘t:ey Gun;bi;ge'} at the inaugural Great Fire athering.
A PLACE TO GATHER

The Jacksonville History Center is becoming a place where people come
together to remember, learn, celebrate, and imagine what comes next.
More than 240 supporters, civic leaders, neighbors, and friends joined us
for this year’s inaugural Great Fire Gathering, which grossed $135,000 in
support of the History Center. The evening connected the city’s resilience
and renewal after the Great Fire of 1901 with Jacksonville today—a city
once again “on fire” with energy, growth, and possibility. We also
welcomed community voices into the museum planning process through
a public charrette, while more organizations began using JHC'’s historic
spaces for their own meetings, programs, and events. Together, these
gatherings show the growing role of the History Center as a civic and
cultural home for the city we share.

SAVE THE DATE
Great Fire Gathering ¢ Friday, April 30, 2027

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Based on audited financials for the fiscal year ended September 30, 2025

REVENUE
Il Community Support lPublic Funding B Other Revenue
Total Operating Support & Revenue: $1,145,312

EXPENSES
HPrograms lManagement & General [ Fundraising
Total Expenses: $941,980



OUR SUPPORTERS

We are grateful to our donors whose support this year made our progress possible.
Donors listed on these pages made gifts, pledges, and donor-advised fund
recommendations between July 1, 2025, and June 30, 2026.

$1,000,000+
Joan and Preston HaskellT
Terry Family Foundationt

$250,000-$999,999
John D. Baker It
Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Fundi®

$100,000-$249,999
Anonymous*
The Henry & Lucy Gooding Endowment®

$25,000-$99,999
Anonymous¥

Lane Family Endowment
Pajcic & Pajcic, P.A.

$10,000-$24,999

Anonymous

Kristanna B. Barnes

The Community Foundation for Northeast Florida
Delores Barr Weaver Forever Event Fund
Edna Sproull Williams Foundation

Estate of Robert Broadbent

Fidelity Charitable

Haskell

Robert Hays

The Jess & Brewster J. Durkee Foundation
PRI Productions¢

Tom Bush Family of Dealerships

$5,000-$9,999
Barbara and Michael Bredehoeft¥
J.F. and Peggy Bryan
Matt and Karen Carlucci
Driver, McAfee, Hawthorne & Diebenow, PLLC
Lawrence and Kathy Kanter
The Thomas M. and Irene B. Kirbo
Charitable Foundation
VyStar Credit Union

$1,000-$4,999

Akel, Logan & Shafer, PA, Architects & Planners
Skip and Peggy Allcorn

Dave and Katherine Auchter

Avant Construction Group

Margaux Barnes

Barnett Wealth Advisors

Lisa and Jim Bolling

Cecilia Bryant and Richard Lipsey
Robert and Ann Burt

David Courtwright and Shelby Miller
Crabtree Construction Company
Cronk Duch Architecture, LLC

Betsy and Steve Crosby

Howard and Nancy Dale

David Damiani

Judson DeHart

Jeff and Mary Edwards

The Evergreen Cemetery Association
Michael and Linda Fisher

Florida State College at Jacksonville

$1,000-%$4,999 continued
Gallagher

Tim and Paula Gaskin

Robert Gay

Jeffrey and Kathy Graf

Kate and Bill Hallock

Harrison Frazier IT Consulting
Ann C. Hicks

Mike Hightower

Christopher and Ginger Hodge
Patricia Houlihan and Richard Skinner
Jacksonville Firefighters Charities, Inc.
Jacksonville Jaguars Foundation
David and Ronnda Jamison
Jewish Federation & Foundation
Jodie and Randle Marchman
JWB Real Estate Capital, LLC
Robert W. Kastner

Fred and Adrienne Kent
Stephen Kowkabany

Lambrou Andrews Foundation
Marco Family Foundation

Susan Masucci

William A. McGriff IV

Matthew Merritt

Miller Electric Company
Maureen and J.P. Natkin

Outer Banks Boil Company ¢
Pamela Paul

Paul Perez

Pinnacle Financial Partners
Daniel Popky

Resident Community News Group, Inc.¢
Riverside Rotary Foundation
Robin and Jay Robinson

Arnold and Patterson Rogers
Rotary Club of Jacksonville

Bob Rutter

Duncan and Tom Sawyer
ShayCore, LLC

Lee and Christy Smith

Windy Taylor

Terry Vereen Plumbing

Mark Thomas and Ellen Gould
Jeff Thompson

TruTechnology

W.W. Gay Mechanical Contractor
WA Knight Development

$250-$999

Michael Aaron

Fernando Acosta-Rua
Mark and Kelly Anderson
Norman and Ann Anderson

Anonymous

Ascension Southside - St. Luke's
Hospital

Assumption Catholic School

Azar & Co.¢

TMulti-year campaign commitment, ¥Campaign gift, ®*Multi-year non-campaign commitment, In-kind contribution



$250-$999 continued

Karen and Oliver Barakat

Barbara Barrett and Ellen
Thrower

Quinn and Lindsey Barton

Christopher Bernier

Richard Bizot Sr.

Cody Blevins

The Bolles School

William and Sandra Bond

Edward and Bridget Booth

Melissa Braude

Nancy and Tom Broner

BSF¢

James and Mason Burnham

Brian and Maureen Bush

Campen Properties, LLC

Rip Canon

Susan and John Caven

Ellen Dutton Chaffin

Jeff and Lee Ann Clements

Mary Coleman

Elizabeth Colledge

Jeffrey Collins

Tom and Kristen Connolly

Michael and Edna Corrigan

Gregory and Margaret
Craddock

DAFgiving360

Nancy and Mike Darragh

Jed Davis

Julia Davis

Donna Deegan

Tony Delellis

Chip Dempsey

Don and Patty DeStephano

Joy Dorst and Robert
Dahlstrom

Downtown Vision

Betty and Julius Dubovsky

Bonnie Dudley

Cathy Duncan and Darryl
Wise

Brenna Durden

Patrick and Elizabeth
Dussinger

Joe Eberly

Edie Williams State Farm
Agency

Dawn Emerick

Ronald Episcopo

John Erstling

Sally Ferris

Marty Fiorentino

Fleet Landing

The Florida Group

Fort San Nicholas Chapter
DAR

Dee Fortin-Wolf

Bruce and Mary Fouraker

Tom and Amelia Frank

David and Catherine Friedline

W.C. Gentry and Celeste
Krueger

Mike Goldman

Barbara Gubbin

Tripp and Margaret Gulliford

Courtney and Matt Gumbinger

Cora Hackley
David and Katherine Hager

Julia-Marie and David
Halderman

Diane Hale

Summer Harcup

Marisol and Jason Harrell

Eleanor Hayden

Mikael and Wendy Hellman

David and Margaret Hicks

Meg and Steve Hixon

Octavius Holliday

Ann and Keith Holt

Jax Historic Realty

Peggy and Jon Jennings

Jennifer Johnson

Randy Johnson

Michael and Heather Kelley

James Kerr and Claudia Burgi

Peter and Catherine Kotchen
Nan and Bob Kreamer

Kulik Law Firm, PA

Anthony and Virginia Kurlas
Mike and Laura Langton
Ashley Broner Leepart
Parker and Jill Lepore

Beth and Martin Levitt

Wyndham and Bunny Manning
Sandy and Christopher Martin

Auburn McClure

David Chase McKenzie

Maggie Means

Bryan Mickler

Michael Miller

Gordon Mott

Naval Order of the United
States

Reed Nelson

Tom and Susan Nielsen

Scott and Glenda O'Connor

Douglas Oberdorfer

Michael Ondina

James and Connie Overton

Mary and Ted Pappas

Partners With Nonprofits

Robin and Charlie Patton

Melanie and Jason Patz

William M. Paul

John Peavy

Suzanne Perritt

Laura Phillips Edgecombe

Carol Pitman

Ted and Nancy Powell

Jerry and Georgia Pribanic

Adam and Sarah Prom

Vincent Racano

John and Sarah Ragsdale

Randy and Janet Reagor

Adams Ropp

Rotary Club of West
Jacksonville

Cheryl Ruppert

Richard Russell

Wilbur and Sue Rust

Cynthia Spence Sadler

Satilla Inc.

Scenic Jacksonville

Joe Scherer and Stacy
Moseley

The Schultz Foundation, Inc.

SERVPRO Team Clark

Richard Shieldhouse

Bruce and Susan Smathers
St. Johns Capital Partners
Rod and Ellen Sullivan

Sweetwater by Del Webb Master

Homeowners’ Assoc., Inc
Third Thursday Club
Nick and Lucy Tison
Susan and Jim Towler
JoAnn Tredennick and
Jack Meeks
Sidne and Manuel Valdivieso
Vanguard Charitable
Juliette Vaughn
Scott and Stephanie Verlander
Nancy Eaton Viafora
Visit Jacksonville
Nathaniel Wallace
Ginny Walthour
Mike and Paula Weatherby
Patton Weber
Stephanie and Tom Welchans
Benjamin and Stephanie Wilder
Susannah and Buck Williams
Wendell and Kathy Williams
Mark Willingham
Kenneth Wilson
Wayne Wood and Lana
Shuttleworth
Carol and Ronnie Worsham
Alton and Gwen Yates
Robert E. Zieger

Special Thanks

to our public funding partners

Cultural Council of Greater
Jacksonville

City of Jacksonville

State of Florida
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; JACKSONVILLE

History Center

Jacksonville Mayor Donna Deegan

delivers remarks at the inaugural
Great Fire Gathering.
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Jacksonville celebrated the nation’s bicentennial in 1976 with parades and patriotic displays. Jacksonville
History Center, Florida Times-Union Photograph Collection.
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JACKSONVILLE
History Center
One City, Many Stories

Jacksonville history matters.

Help us preserve it, share it, and bring it to life.

VISIT ¢ JOIN « GIVE

www.jaxhistory.org

314 Palmetto Street » Jacksonville, FL 32202 ¢ (904) 665-0064



